
Unmanned casualty evacuation (UCE)
is ethically acceptable when the benefits of rapid, safe extraction outweigh the risks associated with limited enroute care and potential enemy interference.
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IMPLICATIONS FOR MILITARY MEDICINE

IMPLICATIONS

Military medicine must proactively 
develop doctrine, training, and 
technology for UCE to support 

ethical decision-making in combat.

• Consider psychological impacts in UCE 
platform design

• Discuss UCE pre-deployment to support 
Warfighter autonomy and reduce ethical 
paralysis during combat

• Incorporate UCE into training exercises 
prior to deployment

• Ethical considerations include 
protection of the care team and 
preservation of force capability

Unmanned casualty evacuation (UCE) 
is ethically acceptable when the 
benefits of rapid, safe transport 
for the casualty outweigh the 

inherent risks, such as absence of 
enroute care and risk of enemy 

interference.

BACKGROUND

• Future conflicts may involve contested 
airspace

• Medical personnel and resources become 
high-value targets

• Unmanned casualty evacuation is a 
potential mitigation strategy for 
prolonged evacuation timelines
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